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Sub-J Committees Of Make Baers 


SENATE AND HOUSE REPORTED FAVORABLY THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


O MANY wonderful events in the progress 

of women have crowded in, during the last 

few days, that everywhere, like the Psalmist of 
old, we are raising our voices in thankfulness ~ 

for these manifestations of God's wisdom, 


exemplified in the hearts of 


people. 
July 9 the Natl. Fed. Busi- 


ness and Professional Women's 


Clubs, the greatest organ- 
ized group of business women 
in the world, endorsed the 
equal rights amendment for 
the third time. 

August Ist the Sub-Judici- 
ary Committee of the House 
reported out H. J. Res. 2, in- 


troduced by Representative 


Louis Ludlow to the full Judi- 

ciary, with favorable report. 
August 4th the House of 

Representatives, in passing 


the three billion dollar tax bill, voted down that 
feature of the bill which provided a compulsory 
joint income tax return for married persons, 
which would_have put married women back in 
the grip of the old Common Law. 

August 4th the Sub-Judiciary Committee of 


THANKFULNESS 


“I waited patiently for the 
Lord and he inclined unto me 
and heard my cry.” Psalm 4, 
3 

“Day unto day uttereth 

and night unto night 
knowledge.” 


“The law of the Lord is per- 


fect converting the soul; the 


| testimony of the Lord is sure, 


making wise the sim 


“The statutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is 
pure, enlightening the eyes.” 
Psalm 19, vs. 2, 7, 8. 


the Senate reported S. J. Res. 8, introduced by 
Senators Guy M. Gillette, W. J. Bulow, Arthur 
Capper, Gerald P. Nye, Millard E. Tydings, 
and George L. Radcliffe, favorably to the full 
Committee. This is the first time these actions 


have occurred practically si- 
multaneously. Women are 
playing their part all over the 


world so bravely and well, that 


at last they are winning the 
classification of sharers in the 
world’s work and woe. May 
this recognition win for them 
in this country the constitu- 
tional status they deserve, and 
make them full partners in 


the democracy we love and 


are prepared to make any 


sacrifice to keep. 


The members of the two 
Sub-Judiciary Committees to 
whom we owe so much are: In 


the House, Representatives Francis E. Walter, 
D. (Pa.); Joseph R. Bryson, D. (S. C.); Wm. R. 
Thom, D. (O.); John W. Gwynne, R. (Ia.); and 
Albert Vreeland, R. (N. J.). Senate: Senators 


James H. Hughes, D. (Del.); Ernest W. McFar- 


land, D. (Ariz.),and Warren R. Austin, R. (Vt.). 


GEORGE GORDON BATTLE, eminent Democrat, member well known New York law firm, answers Stephen E. Rice, Asst. Legislative 


Counsel, U. S. Senate, on Equal Rights Amendment, Published for use of the Judiciary Committee. Copies available at Headquarters. 
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NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 


THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


„Art. 1—Men and women shall have Equal throughout the United 


Introduced 
Senate—B Gur M. Iowa), and rs W. J. 
Bulow E Cay 4 Radcliff 
— 6, 1939, (Senate Joint Resolution No. 8). 
ouse—By Representative Louis Lud) Ind.), Jan. 8, 1941, 
Joint Resolution No. 2). 


tati U. 8. Gu Kans.), J 3. 1941, 
By yj eint Resolution Ne 100 


By 2 Bartel J. Jonkman, Jan. 8, 1941, (House 
: Joint Resolution No. 93). 
Present Status 


Senate—Before Committee of the Judiciary. 
House—Before Committee of the Judiciary. 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


PROPOSED EQUALITY AMENDMENTS TO COVENANT. . 
OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


that in 
on sex in their law and practice regard- 


D 
the post- 


the ratification of this 


respective countries 


Joint Income Tax Return. 


INCE the publication of our last issue, much has 
been 1 and —4 — com- 
pulsory joint income eature, for married persons 
if living together, of the three billion dollar tax in- 
crease bill. 

Letters have been received from many parts of the 
country 2 against the measure as unjust to 
women. ile one newspaper made light of the matter 
because it affected a small proportion of the populatio 
all other newspaper comment sent to the Editor of 
EQUAL RIGHTS took the high ethical stand that in- 
creased taxation should be a frank and honest increase 
of rate, to whatever extent is necessary, but that there 
should be no tampering with fundamentals or bases. 
No one objects to increased taxes. They are imperative 
— only 2 is to the 

air ent of women, i em back into 
the chattel class. Sorte 

Mr. John G. Jackson, President of the New York Bar 
Association, in an excellent statement, among other 
things, said: | 

“This pro flies in f 


offends religion common morals. It would p a 
fine on marriage, estimated by the Committee on Ways 
and Means itself at $350,000,000 in the first year, that 
is for 1941, payable in 1942. Such a tax on marriage is 
bound to be a deterrent to marriage and a provocative | 
for divorce. It would give a preferred tax position to 
bachelors, divorcees and others over those who are will- 
ing to assume the responsibilities of marriage and bring 
up a family to carry on the democratic principles 
our government. It would restore the common — 
that the family is one the husband —and would repeal, 
pro tanto, all the married women legislation of the 
several states which enabled women to be independent 
and to own and control their own property and earnings. 
It would illegally tax one indivi on the income of 
another and would tax the aggregate at high surtax 


The Committee on Taxation of the New York Bar 
Association accordingly recommended opposition to 
this joint income tax feature of the revenue bill, and 
this action was unanimously sustained by the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Association. 

Bishop William T. Manning, of the Diocese of New 
York, came out in the N. Y. Times with a strong pro- 
test in which he said, among other things: | 


“It is the policy of all enlightened peoples to favor and 
8 marri dut if this proposal is the 
United States will be found discriminating against the 
stability of the family and the home.“ 

Mr. Wendell Willkie, also in the N. Y. Times, is 
quoted as saying: This is a proposal out of the dark 
ages. It would set the cause of the emancipation of 
women back 500 years, robbing them of one of the 


hardest-won gains in their fight for equal rights with 
men.” 


_ Mr. Robert H. Montgomery, eminent tax authority, 
in an excellent printed statement, discussed at length 
the case of Hoeper vs. Tax Commission of Wisconsin, 
decided Nov. 30, 1931, by the Supreme Court in which 
the dissenting opinion was written by Justice Holmes. 
In this dissenting opinion, quoting from Mr. Mont- 
gomery’s statement, Justice Holmes said, in effect: 


“that as women had been raised from chattels to equal- 
ity with men by man-made laws, these laws could just 


as easily be 1 and the privile and hts 
could be taken from those upon whom — — 
conferred * * * Justice Holmes, who wrote the dissent- 
ing opinion, rejoiced in such an opportunity to make 
fun of law makers. What he really said was: ‘If the 
State of Wisconsin desires to repudiate the long fought 
for rights of women to own separate propery and to 
be treated as citizens, let the state K © * ip 
(Continued on Page 70) 
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OBJECT rates. 
1 To secure for women complete equality with men under the law and in 
all human relationships—in articular to secure the adoption of 
1 Rights Amendment to the Constitution, and the adherence of the 
| States to the Equal Rights Treaty. The Woman's Party also supports the 
= Proposed Equality Amendments to the Covenant of the League Nations. 
* 
— — — 
„Art. 1—The contracting States agree that u eee 
territory subject to their respective jurisdictions.’’ 
Signed 
By Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay, and Uruguay, at Montevideo, De- 
cember, 19338. 
The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
N the right to vote shall not be denied or abridged on the — 
1 The members of the League 
1 10 there shall be no distinction based 
ing nationality.’’ 
19 The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
i. men and women shall have equal rights in all other fields.’’ 
| The members of the League undertake that there shall be both men and 
. women, with full voting powers, in all delegations to the Council and As- 
| : Before the League of Nations Committee on Status of Women. 
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Business And Professional Women 
Re-endorse Equal Rights Amendment 


EDNA CAPEWELL 
Delegate from Yonkers, N. Y. 


HE largest business and professional women’s 


f 1941. — 1931 this group, known as the National 
eration B siness and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, or oN e Ten Year Objective“ with this 


: “During the next decade the National Federation 
of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc., 
should fit itself to assume real leadership in thinking 
on economic problems and their social implications, 
with a view toward helping in the establishment, 
through scientific methods, of conditions which assure 
to women, and to men as well, the fullest possible 
opportunity, and reward, for the development of what- 
ever capacities they may possess.” 


With this definite aim taken ten years ago, man 


new steps were taken at the recent Convention, The 
Federation found its stride when it adopted as its 
new goal the following: “We seek to vitalize the pro- 
cesses of democracy, that all people may enjoy the 
basic satisfactions of life in a world at peace. To this 
end we must accept new disciplines and responsibili- 
ties, seek new skills and meth that we may develop 
attitudes and practices founded on tolerance and jus- 
tice; participate more effectively in the economic life 
of our nation; assume a more responsible share in our 
pang: life, ‘and strengthen develop machinery 
or international cooperation.” 


Dr. Minnie L. Maffett, national president, urged that 
we unite “not for rights and liberties for labor, for 


yee yy for women, for men, for Protestant, 
Catho ew, for Republican, Democrat, New Deal- 
er or Socialist, but for rights and liberties for all.” Is 
it any wonder, after such a plea, that the Federation 
for it third time endorsed the equal rights amend- 
men 


It was apparent the 
on 22 the Legislative Worksho —.— on the floor of the 
Convention that no — or could be 


— tes in Convention 
P ectually ma ven 
assembled. = 


From the commencement of the Sunday session, July 6th, 
with the address of the President, Dr. Maffett, straight thro 
all the interesting events which followed ran ‘the 
Convention, “Strengthen for Defense.” ie andl splen- 
did recommendations were carried. Space permits 
tion only one. “That we intensify our — in support ie an an 
educational program that will provide for all citizens—in school 
and out-of-school, urban and rural—p 
ble and loyalty to ideals, 


reparation for 


vocational efficiency improved 
placement facilities, and removal 
educational opportunity.” 


Under the continued leadership of Dr. Minnie L. Maff 
President, assisted by Miss 1 Hi and 
Empey, Mre, Olivia Johnoon, and Mis ally Butler, 
the Federatio ould be well alo e 
we all meet in New York City in July, 1 


the most sinctre thanks to the California Federation, 
our hostess, and praise unstinted, this account cannot close. 


organization in the world met in Los Angeles in 


Fragili 
work is at its last gasp. 


2 


1853 “Woman” Problem, Same Today 


The following editorial is taken from the files of 
The New York Tribune of 1853; ye et its conclusions 
are as applicable today as eighty-e ght years ago: 


Mo be denied the Right of Suffrage may be an ideal 
grievance .. . But that a young man of twenty, with 
any sort of aptitude for work, can almost always find 
ready employment that will bring him $10 to $30 per 
month above his board, while his sister, equally will- 
ing, energetic and efficient, can with far more difficulty 
find work that will yield her so much—this is an enor- 
mous and chronic injustice which skepticism cannot 
gainsay nor levity dissolve in ridicule. 


“To tell our hundreds of thousands of poor young 
women who are constantly looking this way and that 
for opportunities to earn an honorable and comfortable 
living that the end of their existence is to be good 
wives and mothers is to insult them most stupidly. 
What prospect have they, or the half of them, to be- 
come wives at all, while so many men spurn the re- 
straints of marriage and riot in dissolute pleasures .. ? 
It is a decree of Fate that a very large 3 of the 
Young Women of our older and more easter! 2 states 


must remain single, while necessity and sel 


alike forbid that they shall eat the bread of —.— 
They may, if comely, purchase a short season of guilty 
and debasing luxury by the surrender of all virtue 
and if the Regd of Evil had arranged matters on 

purpose to drive as many as possible to this horrible 
— he could hardly have improved much on 
the social influences and usages which now surround 
the friendless daughters of the poor. A great 
majority of our Young Women must, for a number | 
of years at all events, earn their bread b independent 
industry. How shall they? And at what? 


“Needlework has hitherto been the main source of 
the thousands disqualified by delicacy of nurture or 
ity of muscle for rough housework; and needle- 


“The status quo, therefore, with regard to woman’s 
position is simply impossible. She must advance or 


sink back into a state of Oriental debasement and 
abject dependence. A wider scope must be accorded 
-to her faculties, or she might better have been born 


without them. Society must either secure her oppor- 
tunity of earning an independent subsistence or shield 
her from famine and shame with the 3 
though degrading mantle of Polygamy and virt 


slavery. 


2 .. Unless she is to be the substantial equal of 


Man out of wedlock, she cannot be his equal in that 
relation. If she must marry to live, she will soon be 


constrained to marry whoever will insure her a living; 
any requirement on her of fitness or sympathy 
must be regarded as an and impracticable fas- 


Morrison Foresees Independent Wives 
London, June 6 (U.P.).—Post-war laws may grant 
British wives sufficient income to make them independ- 


ent, Home Security Minister Herbert Morrison pre- 
dicted today. 


What women did in the last war was child’s play 


compared to what they are doing now,” he said. At 


the end of this war women are going to be a handful 


to manage.” Washington Post, June 7, 1941. 


A Our file copies for the year 1936 are getting scarce. We would 
appreciate your sending in to Headquarters any numbers you have of 
that year which you can spare. 


| | | 7 | 

of our land, knowing from the study under The Ten ee : 

Year Objective that there can be no discriminations 

against any women, not just business and professional 

women, the Federation took another big step forward 

when it went on record as “opposed to any discrimina- 

tions against women and legislation which is designed 

The endorsement of ERA and opposition to so-called pro- 
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Senate Joint Resolution No. 72 
(Reply to an article published in the July, 1941, issue of the Women Lawyers’ Journal,” 
Page 19, entitled “Political and Civil Equality versus Equal Rights,” by Grace H. Harte.) 
N REPLY to an article published in the July Women | tives are contained in statutes, replacing the 


1 Lawyers’ Journal, entitled: “Political and Civil 
Equality versus Equal Rights,“ may I make the fol- 
lowing observations: 


The author says: “There is a wide variance in the 
termination period of legal ‘infancy’ between the two 
sexes in the several states. When are males ‘men’ 


and females ‘women’ in contemplation of law? Thus, 
Miss Harte makes reference to the wording of the 


proposed Equal Rights Amendment, and takes excep- 
tion to its opening phrase: Men and women shall have 
Equal Rights.” 

“These words,” (men and women) “are quite mean- 
ingless to the legal mind,” she says. If so, the legal 
mind had better take a course in common sense, since 
it is obvious to any mind—legal or lay—that under a 
law which stipulates equality between men and women, 
the variance in the termination period of legal infancy 
would be abolished. All citizens, male and female, 
would attain the age of legal competency alike at 
whatever age the commonwealth or state provided. 
No sweeping chaos would result from this, since many 
states ands provide identical periods for male and 
female to attain to their majority, . 

Before the Suffrage Amendment went into effect, 
similar spurious arguments were raised against it. 
It was asked: “Since citizens pay poll tax in some 
states and not in others, will the Suffrage Amendment 
have the effect of abrogating poll tax?” 

After the passage of the Amendment, these same 
“legal minds” applied the common sense procedure of 
simply enlarging the field to take in women. Where 
one statute read: “Male voters shall pay poll tax,” 
and another read: “Male voters shall not pay poll tax,” 
by striking the word “male,” each state retained its 
poll tax law intact and all voters paid, or did not pay, 
according to the laws of the particular sovereign state. 

Miss Harte goes on to say: “Even more ambiguous 
is the meaning of the words ‘shall have Equal Rights’ 
.. . What rights? Rights which the Government owes 
the people within its jurisdiction? Those fundamental 
rights are contained in the Bill of Rights in our Na- 
tional Constitution, and apply to all persons without 
distinction of sex. ... Does the phrase Equal Rights’ 
mean human rights, perty rights, economic, or do- 
mestic rights?” Again the author is throwing up a 
smoke-screen of scintillating phrases. 

Obviously (unless one desires to quibble over words) 
rights“ means exactly what it says. If it means 
“rights” in the Bill of Rights, it means “rights” in an 
Equalizing Amendment. 

Neither is equality a difficult word. Every pocket 
dictionary defines it understandably. Under an Amend- 
ment requiring Equal Rights, no proposal pertaining 
to men as a group, nor yet to women as a group, 
could become law. All law would pertain to all groups 
of citizens, regardless of their sex. 

Then, too, if the fundamental rights are contained 
in our National Constitution, and at present apply to 
all persons without distinction of sex, why does the 
author consider any Federal Resolution necessary, and 
why have women had to work so long, and hard, in 
order to gain the state rights that they now enjoy? 

Does Miss Harte consider the ability to seek divorce, 
hold property, sue in the Courts, collect her own earn 
ings, and will her property, negligible and of no ac- 
count? Does she not know that every one of these 


preroga 

old Common law of England? What (if these prerog- 
atives were contained within the Bill of Rights) was 
the necessity for these state statutes? 

Bousfield M. R. C. S. (Eng.) L. R. C. P. (London) 
has this to say: If woman desires in full to have 
equality and to take her place in the evolution from 
barbarism to higher things, she will have to sweep 
away not some, but all artificial differences 


Miss Harte proposes in the place of the Equal Rights 
Amendment (which women have cherished since the 
days of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony 
and Lucretia Mott) an abortive substitute labeled: 
Resolution 72.“ 

Very carefully I read over the following excerpt 
from Res. 72 which Miss Harte claims: “speci 
sets forth political and civil equality of the sexes in 
unequiv and self-executing terms.“ 

Res. 72 is all right as far as it goes, but does not 
go far enough. What about dower? What about 

vorce? And what is meant by “public function“ 
The ballot? Or the right to hold office? Miss Harte’s 
own resolution grows a trifle fuzzy, it would seem! 
The desire to hold on to the artificial differences in 
the name of equality is like the Hebrew children call- 
ing the Golden Calf by Yahveh’s holy name! 

t us examine Res. 72: “No person within the 
United States or any place subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, shall be disqualified from the exercise of any 
public function, or from being appointed to or holding 
any civil or judicial office, or be precluded or debarred 
from entering or carrying on any occupation, profes- 
sion, vocation, or employment, or be exempt from lia- 
bility to serve as a juror, on account of sex or 
marriage.” An excellent thing, my sisters, but not 
inclusive enough to satisfy those men and women 
who believe in absolute equality between the sexes, 


What Miss Harte proposes, actually, is to throw to 
us the bone of jury service, the right to hold office 
and engage in business without interference, and “the 
exercise of public functions.” By the use of such 
words as “specific,” “unequivocal” and “basic equal- 
ity,” she hopes to blind us to the fact that all the fun- 
damental rights which we have fought for, for a 
Century, hang in the balance every two years in the 
Legislature of each state. . 


What of the wife’s right to manage and control her 
separate property ? We are still clamoring for that in 
Florida, Is this a fundamental right, or isn’t it? What 
about a woman’s precarious and state-held right to 
ownership of property? What about custody of chil- 
dren and the wife’s ability to seek divorce in her own 
name? What about the right to will her property? 
These are all state rights, subject to repeal by any 
Legislature. Are these not fundamental rights 

No, Res. 72 is just not good enough. And what, may 
I ask Miss Harte, is the reason for Federal Res. 72 
in the first place? Why safeguard these superfluous 
and specific rights named therein if we ignore the 
fundamental rights to ownership of property, control 
of one’s own person, and custody of children? Why 
does Miss Harte not stick to the time-worn argument 
against any Federal Resolution, which is that even- 
tually the states will have removed all of the dis- 
abilities of womanhood, and then equality will follow? 

The answer is, of course, that those women who 
have fought so long and arduously every movement 
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toward a Federal Amendment (which is the only se- 
curity and safeguard for equality) are getting scared 
now. They see how every Legislature is weighted 
down with bills threatening the married woman 


worker. They see how all the rights won by women 


over five decades of blood, and sweat, and toil, are 
being attacked and swept away. Not big enough to 
admit the necessity for the Equal Rights Amendment, 


they come in with this proposal of their own which 


they hope to convince us will do the same work under 


different wording. 


The truth is they are still in love with the so-called 
“protective laws.” Having fought for these “protec- 

ve laws,” they don’t want to abandon them, “Let 
us maintain the artificial differences,” they cry, and 
at the same time reach out for the bubble of equality. 
It is the oll “eat your cake and have it“ policy. But 
clear-thi people are aware this does not work and 
never has. There is no way to compromise with in- 
—T Sleep in the mud and you will stand up 


And what are these protective laws they love so 
much, these artificial differences, created out of arti- 
ficial differences, in order to keep alive the time-worn 
fable of the weaker sex? These laws forbid a woman 
to hold night positions and to bargain for her own 
services and laws. In the name of logic, what good 
will it do to give a woman the high-sounding right to 
engage in any “occupation, profession, vocation or 
employment,” if laws can be passed forbidding her 
(because she is a woman) to work after six in the 
evening, or to accept the same minimum wage as men 
who work in the same occupation? , 

Res. 72 is designed to leave the door wide open for 
those well-meaning but vicious bits of legislation that 
can so hem in the woman worker with restrictions 
that she often finds she cannot get a job for love or 
money. 

On one occasion when women printers were legis- 
lated out of their night work in New York, they spoke 
to the reformers saying: “What are we to do? We 
find no men willing to trade their day jobs for our 
night jobs They were answered: “There is scrub- 
bing to be had.” | 

Without going into the amusing fact that protective 
legislation rarely protects the char woman, or the 


prostitute, who, in the pursuit of their vocation, offer 


no competition to the master sex, let me suggest that 
collective bargaining is the answer to protective laws 
for women workers. Legislation protecting the worker 
and not any special group of workers, legislation pro- 
tecting the job, making uniform and decent the places 
where both sexes work, legislation requiring proper 
ventilation, minimum wages, humane hours for every 
worker, is the answer to protective legislation, You 
do not find any group of men “protected” out of work 


because they are men. No indeed you don’t; they 


wouldn’t stand for it. But the fuzzy thinking of re- 
form-minded women seek by such abortive compromise 
as Res. 72 to keep alive the artificial differences that 
have confined their sex for some two thousand years. 

Resolution 72 is just another compromise with 
reality. It is another detour on the road leading 
toward complete equality, and complete equality is 
not only women’s salvation, but humanity’s salvation. 

So long as women are afraid to face the responsi- 
bilities of complete equality, they will remain the sub- 
Jugated half of humanity; and so long as professional 
women, like Miss Harte, continue to propose detours 


and halfway measures, let no woman raise her voice 


to blame men for their attitude toward her sex. 


ETHEL ERNEST MURRELL, 
Chairman, Florida Branch, N. W. P. 


Being A Woman Is Not A Handicap 


Equal Rights” plans to present a series of articles to illus- 
trate the fact that woman’s alleged “incapacity” and her so- 
called “weakness” are not inherent in her sex but are a hang- 


over from a traditional taboo. 


Most of the gains women have made down the pages of his- 
tory, have been made during times of distress and war, when 
women were itted to themselves, just human bein 
neither trea as “angels” or slaves, when they have prov 
* capacity for efficient work, for endurance and for self- 
sacrifice, 

During this war in many countries women are playing an 
heroic part. Miss Winifred Galbraith, British Y. W. C. A. aide, 
at a recent meeting of the Washi n (D. C.) “Y” told that 
there are 600,000 women in uniform in England doing a variety 
of non-combatant work such as driving cars and acting as tele- 
phone operators, An appeal has been made for 500, more 
women, 18 years and over. | 

In a recent issue of EquaL Ricuts it was pointed out that 
in this country women are now competent day laborers in fac- 
tories scattered across the nation. “They contribute skill and 
speed in the manufacture of planes, tanks, ships, gas masks, 

rachutes, radio and signaling barrage 

ullet-sealing gasoline necessary to fighter — ammu- 
nition and ordnance.” In New Zealand women are employed on 
the Wellington (New Zealand) police force. They are 
to enter a course of intensive training for three months. They 
are drawn from many walks of life, including school teachers, 
typists, nurses and social workers, who will find their previous 
experience valuable in their new work. In Kearney, Nebraska, 
County Agricultural Agent Howard Peterson reports that 
women are shocking grain in many Buffalo County fields be- 
cause of a sho of harvest hands. The shortage has been 
attributed to the and to the fact that many men have left 
Nebraska to take defense jobs.. Women drive taxi cabs in 
several American cities. The Washington Post, June 15th, re- 
rted that Mrs. Flavia Larson, a 34-year-old psychology stu- 
ent, at the Iowa State College, entered a safety driving con- 
test with 25 men contestants and won first prize. 

We in this series with the extraordin activities of the 
women of Russia, to whom we are now going “all-out-aid.” This ar- 
ticle from the Washington Post of July 9, 1941, tells an extraordi- 
nary story of feminine endurance, courage and self-sacrifice. 


RED ARMY AMAZONS TO JOIN 
MEN IN STEMMING INVASION 


By LEE CARSON 
International News Service Staff Writer 


Hitler’s invasion of Russia already has run into double- 
— — the Soviet Embassy revealed yesterday as a highl 
trained and fully equipped army of Red amazons moved —— 
the front lines for active duty. 

Thousands of husky, skirted 
force and relieve troops cut o 
stand by to man the Russian anti-aircraft, mechani 
divisions and engineering corps. ia’s ladies from hell 
are on their way and woe unto the panzers who cross their 


ths. 
But for years,” explained Vsevolod Pastoev, of the U.S. S. R. 
bassy, “parachute jumping has been a favorite sport of the 
Soviet women, Of course they are trained and y for war 


duty.” 

’ oe the shell-split skies over Nazi-Soviet battlefields will 
rain hundreds and thousands of girl parachutists, he declared. 
Some will fall into line with the troops, others are ag 
79 — mechanics, construction and repair engineers, 

tchen operators and snipers. | 

The women of the Soviet,” said the attache, “are good shots, 
and many serve as sniners at the front and in cities and towns 


behind the lines.“ 
Able To Build Bridges 


In the land of the single standard and lady 3 
the woman- power stands firmly alongside its men in time 
emergency. If they are needed to 1 bridges across 
bombed rivers, refuel and repair mechanized divisions, dig 
trench placements, man machine-gun nests, or pilot transport 
and bomber planes, the ladies are ready, willing and able. 
Behind the lines the war industries, all city government, 
home defense, farming and rtation are run almost en- 
tirely - women to release “muscle” for the Soviet battlefields. 
The thousands of women who built the famous Moscow sub- 
ay are now tunneling out air-raid shelters, throwing up forti- 
cations and constructing defense pillboxes. Under the leader- 
— of pretty, blonde Maj. Tatyana Pyzhova, of the technical 
and engineering corps, women are working on machines for 
mechanized warfare, advising the army on maneuvers, con- 
structing and piloting planes and tanks. 
Industrial centers and cities are protected and patrolled by 
feminine militia. During air raids they patrol the streets, 


utists are ready to rein- 
the German pincers, there 


4 


— — 
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watch with machine guns loaded and field glasses 
parachute troops; man the comm 

for rescue and repair work after a bombing. 
with longshorewomen who load the 


transportation 
is d, in „ directed by young girls. 
Zinaida Troisky, an “old railroad man” in her twenties, came 
up from the lowly job of assistant fitter to preside over. an 
entire railroad line. Under Zinaida work thousands Py brake- 


instances 


woman under fire is Dr. Valentina Bl 
generalship of an entire division when commander was 
wounded, and led a successful attack on the enemy. | 
Another amazon with more than one string to bow is 
Comrade Scheten who navigates and “7 the 
marine and trains hundreds of other girls to steer a mean 
course, coddle a Diesel engine, swi anti-aircraft 
action and keep the Russian fleet ; 

Women being politically, as well as economically 
equal to men in the Soviet, the provincial and ci 
force, fire fighting companies and public utilities are 
and run by mothers and daughters, the Russian 


said. 
U. S. S. R. long ago 
also 


can 

rate the rich Russian farmlan 

e farmwork with the women, but since 
watching tending livestock poultry, milling 
— — and waiting for word to destroy 
thing the moment the Germans break 

Post, July 9th. 


* or small, not 
OIE or tas And it is this self-denial, this readiness to give 
one's life to accomplish a big or small task that lends to Soviet 
resistance its universal and e character. 
Urbanites and peasants in German-cocupied Women 
withdraw to the forests and become illa fighters. Women 
in the rear do men’s jobs, with workers’ r their 


husbands’ lathes and peasant women taking of tractors 
and combines. 
Girls after a hard day’s work report in the to give 


their blood for the wounded. and aged men in the most 
diverse professions stand on 
to smother incendiary 


vening Star, Aug. 3, 1941. 
Pending Minimum Wage Bill For Men 


On July 5, 1941, Representative Thomas D’Alesan- 
land, introduced Bill H. R. 5272 to 


dro, Jr., of Mary 
extend the provisions of the District of Columbia min- 
imum wage law to men. This is the same bill which 
was introduced the late Representative William D. 
Byron, in the 76th Congress, H. R. 6199. This is a very 
forward-looking measure and is in line with the effort 
to secure the speedy enactment in every state of state 
wage-hour laws strongly supported by organized labor 
Lites on E 
Women's islative Council of California, May-June, 
1941, stated: 


“A. B. No, 8 providing for the lication of the min- 
imum wage to ‘men’ as well as to men’ was amended 
in the Assembly March 26 and in the Senate April 23 
to include the following: 


— whet for em- 
ployer to employ ... any over 
minimum wage lished for women in any occupation.” 


Mrs. Thomas H. Richards, president of the Califor- 


nia State Federation of Women's Clubs, in the Los 
Angeles News Nov. 30, 1940, stated there be need 
of such a law because there are men who will work for 
less than the minimum wage set by law in this state 
for women workers,” 


swee the 
— 


every- 
through.— Washington 


Rights,” published by the Business 


Joint Income Tax Return 


(Continued from Page 66) 


other words, he knew the rity 
women, so he could have all 
out hurting anyone.” 


In the majority opinion, in the above case, written 


tected 


by Justice Roberts, among other statements, it is said: 


“Since then, in law and in fact, the wife’s income is 
in the fullest degree her separate property and in no 
of her husband, the on presented is 
y an income-tax to 
measure his tax, not by his own income bu 1 gh vetted 


of the fundamental conceptions which underlie our sys- 
tem, any attempt by a state to measure the tax on one’s 
prope or income by reference to the property or in- 
come of another is contrary to due process of law as 
teed by the 14th amendment. t which is not 

: fact the taxpayer’s income cannot be made such by 
-  ¢alling it income. 


These are only a few of the many opinions voiced in 
the press and by letter. Reverberations from the secret 
deliberations of the Ways and Means Committee ap- 
peared in the newspapers and it was conjectured that 
the Committee was divided 15 to 10 on the measure. 
General debate began on the Revenue Bill Wednesday, 
July 30th, after a special rule had been adopted to per- 
mit of a separate vote on this one provision. The gen- 
eral debate lasted until August 4th. In the Washing- 
ton Star of August 3rd, the President is said to have 
opposed the 4 „unless substantial relief Was 
granted to the earned income of both husband and 
wife.” The Revenue bill was passed August 4th but not 
until the objectionable joint return requirement had 
been removed by a vote of 242 to 160. 


In the course of the debate on. the measure Repre- 
sentative Hatton Sumners, Chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee of the House, made one of the finest 
speeches against the measure, as reported in the Con- 
gressional rd for August Ist. Among other 
ments Mr. Sumners said: | | 

“Since women began to emerge from the status of 
nonentity after so far as their independent 
legal status is conce we have been advancing to- 

ward the establishment o r 

rty 


law, with regard to property, with to children, 


persons have an independen 


ership of property and revenue therefrom, gifts, wages 
and all o income are concerned. It is pro in 
this bill to ignore the fact, an actual, legal su tial 
stitutionally do. committee asks us to re the 
fact that women in Am women 


erica, married stand be- 
fore the law as men stand, I know it is called a joint 


upon 

— to break down the result of progressive statu- 
tory enactments the past 100 years of the States 
liberating women giving them a social and legal 


5 Many of the doctors attached to the Soviet armed forces are 
i ' women, the consulate here revealed, and all are trained troop 
. mmanders as well—just in case. A fine example of a Soviet 
ig 
i 1 discovered that the hand that rocks the 
14 
4 RUSSIAN SELF-DENIAL OUTSTANDING 
14 By EUGENE PETROV 
i 4 Were I asked what is most characteristic of the Russians in 
1 this war, unprecedented for scope and bloodshed, I would say 
1 self-denial. 
14 At the front and at the rear, every one does his or her job, 
1 “In this country the progress in the common-law 
5 States has brought the status of women up to about the 
1 same place practically, that it has in the community 
i property states. That is the general situation, the gen 
1 eral picture which we have when we come to consider 
he this section 111 provision in this bill. This proposed 
1. amendment to the Internal Revenue Code making it 
. mandatory to consolidate these returns is a departure 
1 from existing law which levies „ 
1 from every source of the individ taxed. It is an 
-hitrary mandatory consolidation of the income of two 
t status insofar as own- 
return, but in fact a mandatory mergmsg A 
Hi nite degree of the wife’s entity vith that of the hus- 
| band, regardless of the fact that under the lows kus. 
ie States fix the marital status the contrary is true.” 
1 “In this bill you are attem to levy a higher tax 
| 
1 a higher upon a man married than you im- 
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does not destroy and Congress 
cannot ignor. * * Much has been said in justification 
and support of mandatory joint-return * — as to 
the relatively small percentage of people affected. I do 
not know what percent of people would be affected — 
as a matter of political consideration, I 
see how that fact can have any importance to ple 
facing a matter of constitutional duty and 
their part and constitutional right on part of 
zen. * * * It is a new doctrine to me that if 
small number affected then it would be all right to 
away their substantial constitutional rights; either that, 
or it would be politically safe to do it.” 


In this controversy the National Woman’s Party 
took its part. A letter was sent to resentative Rob- 
ert L. Doughton, Chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee, as follows: 

Dear Sir: * 


The National Woman's Party is opposed to the con- 
templated proposition in the revenue bill for 1941 to 
compel husbands and wives to file 4 joint income tax 


We believe that a mandatory joint income tax return 
accentuates the common law concept of the wife as the 
husband’s chattel. Judge O’Dunne, of Baltimore, in a 
recent decision, spoke of An automobile as the hus- 

1 chattel and his wife as his human 

From that point of view and from the grave 
tices which spring from it, the women of the United 
States have sought redress for almost 100 years. 
The more recent acts of Congress have — ＋ 4 


gress passed the Nationality law giving Ameri- 
2 women right to 4 al- 

married to a foreigner; ngress passed 
the Nair Labor Standards Act giving women the same 
wages and conditions of work as men in interstate com- 
merce. 


These are important steps in gaining freedom for 
women. A mandatory joint tax return would be retro- 


gressive and reactionary. 
great importance to pardize reverting a prin- 
ciple of law which for centuries has held women under 
grave discriminations and which is still a daily threat 
to their liberties. 
While it is true that women will never be free until 
e of the Equal Rights Amendment reading: 


the United States and in every place subject . 
jurisdiction,” nevertheless the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee of the House have it in their power to continue 
the recent liberal policy of Congress by rejecting the 
proposed joint income tax return and leaving the pres- 
ent law unamended in that respect. : 
(Signed) ANNA KELTON Wx (Mrs. H. W.) 
Chairman, National Woman's Party. 


The Chairman also gave the substance of this letter 
in a 1½ minute broadcast on the screen, of the Inter- 
natio News Reel Service, throughout the eastern 
part of the United States. Mrs. Wiley was succeeded 
on the screen by Representative Edith Nourse Rogers 
of Massach and then by Miss Catherine Curtis, 
head of of of In the 
against this proposal on August of the seven Con- 
gresswomen voting on the question, six, Representa- 
tives Frances P. Bolton, R. (Ohio); Katherine E. 
Byron, D. (Md.); Mary T. Norton, D. (N. J.) ; Edith 
Nourse Rogers, R. (Mass.) ; Margaret Chase Smith, R. 


(Me.), and Jessie Sumner, R. (III.), all voted against 


a joint-income tax return for married persons. Only 
Representative Jeanette Rankin, R. (Mont.) voted for 
the joint-return. Organizations with which the N. W. 
P. joined in actively opposing the measure were the 
National Council of Women, the Los Angeles 

of Commerce, the Women's Tax Payers League of 
Omaha, Nebraska, and the Houston (Texas) Income 
Tax Payers Committee. There seems little likelihood 
that the measure will be revived in the Senate. 


equality, and that alone, has the power to open some 


Women, Arise! 
To the Editor of the Friends Intelligencer: 

The temptations of women are peculiar. For so long 
in so many ways we have been forced to sit back 
watching wars and their havoc come and go that the 
old recessive traits cling closely. Yet no one suffers 
more than women do as we see the health and the 
peace of our homes taken away. And “home” (wheth- 
er home be interpreted in the limited sense of four 
walls for one family or as a greater inter-family 
grouping) and the bearing of children seem to be 
the direct concern one way and another of all women. 


In a letter in the Friends Intelligencer, second month 
lst, special legislation for women is defended. This 
legislation needs no defense, for it is in itself both 
desirable and good. Not for a second would most 
women question the importance of protective legisla- 
tion. Such legislation follows all a woman’s instincts 
to protect the race. In so far, however, as special legis- 
lation succeeds in weirs Sed the present an exception 
of women, it weakens still further their legal ion. 
Even more unfortunate, such special legislation 
strengthens the hands of those men who can and do 
close the doors of opportunity and advancement and 
even of common justice upon all too many women. 
Women should make up their minds that their biologic 
duty to the race is not to continue to adjust them- 
selves to injustice, but to claim an equal share with 
men in all expressions of life. Then and then only will 
there be the guarantee for the race security and op- 
portunity which every woman, and for that matter 
ye thoughtfully responsible man, desires for women. 
In this sense, any temptation women have to accept 
injustice to women becomes a desertion of their re- 
sponsibility for the race. 


In the United States there are more than one thou- 
sand laws on the books which discriminate against 
women. These laws are traceable through Senate 
Document No. 270, “A Comparison of the Political 
and Civil Rights of Men and Women in the United 
States.” For a while it would seem to be most import- 
ant that legislation for women should be founded upon 
the rock of constitutional equality. Constitutional 


of the doors through which women must have entrance 
if they are ever to be wholly free. Legally there is 
only one way to achieve this end: the passing of an 
Equal Rights Amendment. With full legal rights se- 
| women could then hope to build, with such 
strength as no group of women has ever been able to 
exert, protective 1 to include not only women 
and children but men. 

2 JEANNETTE MARKS. 

Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, Mass. 


Friends Intelligencer, April 26, 1941. 


Women Drivers Win Praise In Britain 

London, June 6 (1.N.S.).—So satisfied are the au- 
thorities with the women truck drivers of the A. T. S. 
(Auxiliary Territorial Service) that they are engaging 
another 600 volunteers. | 

Statistics indicate the women drivers have proved 
most capable, with a record which shows few break- 
downs and a negligible number of accidents. Even a 
German machine-gun attack on a long convoy was 
negotiated without the loss of a single vehicle or the 
women turning a hair.—Washington Post, June 10, 1941. 
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Feminist Thinks It Over 


— 


GEORGIA 


By ALMALUTZ urs Clara Snell Wolfe, National Organization Cha 
—— ] 
— an as an 0 
EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK 
1 pay for equal work was recently announced 8 Mrs. Charles Robbins opened her home in Chi „ last 
by Sidney Hillman, Associate Director of the month, for a luncheon for the Illinois Division of the National 
Office of Production Management as an official policy bibs 4 Fore, Amo those attending was the State mj 
in the employment of women in defense industries. 
This is good news for women al 4 that 
ognizi re the justice 22 
agg Mrs. Ellis A. Schnabel, State Chairman of. Pennsylvania, 


and common sense of dealing with men and women 
workers on an equal basis. 4 at 
Mr. Hillman recommends the employment of women 
in the defense industries and has no doubt of their of 
ability which was demonstrated in World War I. He 
advises their employment at this time to make un- 1 
necessary the importation of “out-of-town” labor with’ 
resulting housing difficulties and uprooting of families. 
The Women’s Bureau also in the July number of 8 
its magazine, The Woman Worker, has made some 
very gratifying statements on the matter of equal pay 
for equal work: nk | 


announces the appointment of Mrs. Margaret W Patterson 
of Harrisburg as Chairman of Organization of State of 
Pennsylvania, and Dr. Ruth Deeter as * Chairman 

the Harrisburg Branch of the National Woman's Party. ö 


EASTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles announces that the next Eastern 
Regional Conference will be held at the Hotel Dupont in Wil- 


mington, in October, and requests that you watch this column 
for further announcements. 3 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AND THE NATIONAL 8 


“The problem of equal pay is still with us with 
women’s. employment increasing. However, under the 5 
made since it forbi setting minimum-wa | 
classifieations on the basis of ger. The individual 
woman cannot gain equal pay. Perhaps the most hope- ; 


10 or approach is through union activity. The American 


=f ederation’ of Hosiery Workers at its convention in 
May resolved that where women workers replace men 
in ‘equivalent employment... there shall be no reduc- 


tion in any rates of lo current standards.“ 


The Federal Fair Labor Standards Act has dons ! 
more to raise the status of women in the labor market 
than most women realize. But in spite of its ep oe, 
and in spite of the two splendid statements which I 
have quienes. the question of equal pay for equal work 
is far from solved and calls for continued alertness on 
e part 6f women. It also presents a problem to men 
who, when the equal-pay standard is not applied, may. 
see their jobs go to women at a lower wage. a 


The question, What is equal work? still needs clari~ 
fying. When women replace men, that is, when they 
take over their jobs, there should be no doubt in the 
matter. But in many instances in. factories, work is 
grouped into men's work and women’s work. Men 

ave usually done the heavy work and women the 
lighter, Often more skillful, painstaking work. It has 
been the custom to pay men a higher wage simply 
because they were men and because tradition pl 
a premium on brawn. Now machines are taking over 
much of the heavy work and it is being recognizec 
that skill and dexterity are equally as important ag 
physical strength in the manufacture of a product. - 


The wage paid a worker should of course in every 
instance be rated according to the value of the wor 
and not according to the sex of the worker. This goal 
will be achieved as women expect no special favors 
for themselves as workers. They have proved that 
they are not inferior workers, Now they must under - 
stand that hour regulations and minimum-wage laws 
must apply to men as well as to women if their wage 
scale is to be the same. . 


It follows then that immediate adjustment is neces- 
in the patchwork labor legislation on a sex basis: 
within the states. This should all be revised after 
the Federal Fair Labor Standards Act which applies 


Women's Independence Day was celebrated a tea in the 
Garden of the Alva Belmont House, on Sat y, July 19th. 
Among the guests of honor were Senator Burton of Ohio, Mrs. 
Elsie Graff, Ch., Va. Branch; Mrs. George armed Ch., Md. 
Branch; Mrs. 2 — Garrett, Ch. Texas Branch, and Mrs. A 
Ambrose, Ch., Eastern Regional 


of 1848 were read by Mrs. Ambrose. Miss Gladys Greiner 


Ima - 
Conference. The Resolutions ; 


author of a volume of verse, “Blessed Are the Peacemakers,” 


spent that day at Headquarters. Several of her 2 were 
read at the tea by Mrs. W. S. Peck of Baltimore. Mrs. Harvey 
W. Wiley presided. Dr. Speer 
Women's Medical Association and 
National Association of Women Lawyers. Senator Burton, 
recently the recipient of the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws 
from Oberlin College, spoke of this year as marking not only 
the 98rd anniversary of the Seneca Falls Convention, but also 
the 100th anniversary of the graduation of the first class which 
included women, from the first college to grant them the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts, at Oberlin. 


Saturday, A 16th, there will be a meetin 
tive Council at National Headquarters at 2 P. 


represented the American 


THE PASSING OF AN OLD FRIEND— 
‘LOUIS M. AUGUSTINE 


iss Laura Berrien the 


of the Exeeu- 


Equa Ricuts has lost a good and valued friend in the pass- 


é 


ciated with the printing of EGAL RicHTs from its beginning 
and arra the printing of practically all of the literature 
of the National Woman’s Party. The editors of Equat RIGHTS 
not only respected his ability as a printer, but appreciated his 
interest, helpfulness, and trustwo ess. 


only to industries engaging in interstate commerce. 


ing on of Mr. Augustine last month. Mr. Augustine was asso- 


as become necessary in the present emergency to 
amend special labor legislation for women in muni- 
tions factories in Connecticut and in the Massachu- 
setts textile mills. All state labor legislation on a sex 
basis should be permanently amended within the next 
months to conform with the Fair Labor Standards 
Act. Such revision of state labor codes would improve 


the regulation of child labor and free women from 


regulations and red tape which make them less desir- 
able employees. . | 


If state codes continue to impose regulations on the 


work of women which do not apply as well to the work 


of men, the employment of women in defense indus- 
tries is going to be greatly hampered and women will 
lose one of their greatest opportunities to achieve 
equal pay for equal work. 


* 


